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POVERTYéééé..

Ȱ0ÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ 
ÁÎÄ ÃÒÉÍÅȢȱ
Aristotle

Ȱ0ÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÓÔ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ 
violence.ò
Mahamta Gandhi



New Thinking 
In Policies

One Size Fits All Approach 
In The Past

Stress Now On 
Decentralisation & 

Participative Planning 

But Problem Of Elite 
Capture

Focus On Strengthening Of 
Institutions & 

Empowerment Of 
Disadvantaged Sections 

(Women, SCs/STs, PVTGs)



Dimensions 
of Poverty

Economic

Socio-
Economic

Cultural

Environment 
& Health

Socio-
Psychological

Crime 
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Landless farmers

ÅThe Poor Work In The 
Informal Sector

ÅThe Poor Are Unemployed 
or Underemployed

ÅThe Poor Work As Rural 
Artisans 

ÅThe Poor Are Paid Less 
Than What Is Appropriate 
or Required

ÅPoor Children Work Too
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ic ÅPoverty Overrepresented 
Amongst SCs, STs, PVTGs 
& Women-Headed 
Households

ÅRestricted Access To 
Resources & 
Opportunities Due To 
Their Vulnerability

ÅPoverty Trap & 
Deprivation Trap
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ÅFamily structure, 
interpersonal relations, 
value systems and 
spending pattern as a 
part of culture of the poor 
people define poverty. 

ÅExcluded From Society Of 
Elites, Poor Form Their 
Own Sub-Culture ðLower 
Aspirations, Cynical World 
View, Lower Participation, 
Low Self Value

ÅSub-Culture Of Poverty

ÅSub-Culture Reinforced & 
Strengthened From One 
Generation To The Next 

ÅDifficult To Break



Dimensions of Poverty
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ÅPoor Forced To Live In 
Areas Where Nobody 
Wants To Live ðPolluted, 
Environmentally 
Degraded, Disaster Prone, 
Inaccessible

ÅBad Living Conditions & 
Bad Nutrition Contribute 
To Diseases 

ÅLoss Of Valuable Working 
Time Ą Nobody wants to 
Employ Them Ą Bad 
Work Profile Ą Low 
Income, Accidents, 
Lifelong Disabilities Ą
Poverty S
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ÅDeprivation of Physical 
Needs Ą Stressful 
Situations & Shocks Ą
Feeling of Powerlessness 
Ą Psychological Trauma 

ÅAnxiety, depression, etc. 
are very common 
amongst the poor

ÅLead to situations of drug 
abuse, withdrawal from 
society, crime
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ÅAreas Of Poor 
Characterised By Lack of 
Governance

ÅViolation of Rights In 
Absence Of Enforcement 
Mechanisms

ÅSpace of Government 
Occupied By Criminals & 
Gangs

ÅPatron-Client Relationship 
Between Criminals & Poor

ÅCycle Continuesé



Combating Poverty
Addressing the challenges of Poverty depends on four pillars of high economic growth, increasing agriculture 
productivity, Skilling of youth and better targeting & implementation of safety-net schemes.  


